
    Tips, Tricks and Handy Information from 

Coastal Computer Care 
Dana Point, CA 91619 
949-489-0264 
Email: phil@coastalcomputercare.com  
www.coastalcomputercare.com  

Coastal Currents 
 
 

Issue 9 March 2006 

 
In this issue: 
� Become a sniper 
� Try a different screensaver 
� A good, free anti-spyware program. 
� A new Internet Explorer 
� Spring cleaning 
� Improving wireless signals 
 

 
SNIPING ON EBAY 

 
Do you buy items on eBay?  Do you 
want to get the absolutely best price 
possible?  Then try sniping. 
 
Sniping is the best way to get what 
you want on eBay at the lowest price.  
But what’s the catch?  There is none. 
 
Sniping began when eBay buyers 
would find an item the want to 
purchase, and bid on it at the very last 
moment.  It started out with manual 
sniping and worked this way.  A buyer 
would find an item the like and set up 
their bid on eBay.  However, they 
would sit there watching their 
timepiece and, with only seconds left, 
click on the ENTER BID button to 
make their bid.  If they made their bid 
even a few seconds too soon, they 
might be outbid by another sniper.  If 
their clock was off by a few seconds, 
the bid would be entered after the 
auction ended. 
 
Sniping was a nice idea, if you had the 
time, but there’s a better way.  There 
are several sniping services available 
on the web.  I use one called esnipe 
which can be found at 
www.esnipe.com. 
 
First of all, the cost.  If you win a bid, 
esnipe charges a lowly $0.25 (that’s 
only a quarter) for items up to $24.99, 
then 1% of the winning price for items 
up to $1000, and a maximum of $10 
above that.  There is no registration 
cost, and in fact, you can use esnipe 
for a 14-day free trial. 
 
One of the best features of esnipe is 
that you can easily create bid groups 
and place several bids for similar 

items in the same group.  For example, 
you might find several Fowler Brush 
Widgets and make bids on all of them.  
If you place several bids into the 

same bid group, when you win one, 

all of the subsequent bids are 

automatically cancelled.   
 
Esnipe.com also allows you to 
customize your bidding process.  For 
example, I have my bidding set up for 
a 3 second buffer, which means that 
my bids will be submitted 3 seconds 
before the bidding ends.  That’s 
cutting it very close. 
 
You set the bid price on esnipe.com as 
you would on eBay, a maximum price.  
Like eBay, esnipe.com does not 
automatically bid the full price, but 
rather, slightly overbids the highest 
bid at that time. 
 
What if you change your mind?  You 
can change or withdraw a bid on any 
item up to 5 minutes before the end of 
bidding on that item. 
 
Is esnipe.com the only way to do 
automatic sniping?  Of course not.  
There are several other similar 
websites on the internet.  Also, there 
are programs that you can purchase if 
you don’t want to do your sniping 
through a website that provides this 
service.  I have been using esnipe.com 
only because it is the sniping service 
that I use, and am familiar with the 
site. 
 

 
TRY A NEW SCREENSAVER 

 
Tired of the same old screensaver?  
Check out the PC World (magazine) 
list of free screensavers:   
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/c
ollection/0,collid,1248,tk,urx,00.asp  
 

 
NEW FREE ANTI-SPYWARE 

 
The Feb 21 issue of PC Magazine had 
some very nice words to say about the 
free SpyCatcher Express ant-spyware 

application from Tenebril.  One editor 
referred to is their favorite free 
spyware application (page 69) and a 
review of anti-spyware applications on 
page 99 states that Tenebril’s free 
Express version “offers almost all of 
the full version’s features.”  You can 
check it out, and/or download it from 
www.tenebril.com 
 

 
INTERNET EXPLORER 7 

IS NOW AVAILABLE 

 
A beta version of Internet Explorer 
version 7, is now available.  Beta 
versions of software are released when 
a product is ready to go into 
production, but the publisher want’s 
people to try it out and report any bugs 
they find.  In essence, when you’re 
using a beta version, you become a 
tester for the publisher of the software. 
 
If you want to see what the next 
Internet Explorer is like, go to 
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/I
E/ie7/default.mspx and download a 
copy. 
 
Among the new features are tabbed 
web browsing, a new visual interface 
(new look), a built in search box (like 
Firefox), improved security (including 
anti-phishing features) and more. 
 

 
SPRING CLEANING 

 
Computer fans pull air through the 
case to keep the internal parts from 
overheating.  Along with the cool air 
comes dust – lots of it.  This is 
particularly true when the computer is 
placed on the floor instead of on a 
desktop.  This dust can clog the vanes 
on the processor’s  heat sink and cause 
the processor to overheat.  This is 
colloquially known as frying your 
computer. 
 
Here’s a photo of a computer I 
recently worked on.  The dust is very 
apparent. 



 
 

If you’re not intimidated by opening 
up your computer case, you can open 
it up and clean it yourself.  Here are 
some precautions, however. 
 
First of all, unplug all of the cables on 
the back of your computer.  Then 
place the computer on a table or 
desktop.  Don’t open up the computer 
unless you can have clear and 
unobstructed access to the interior.  
This means – don’t do it on the floor. 
 
The safest way to clean the computer 
is to use canned air, available at most 
office and computer supply shops, and 
sometimes at Costco.  Just blow the 
dust away.  Although this method is 
least likely to damage the computer, it 
will cause the dust to be blown 
around, so be prepared to vacuum up 
afterwards. 
 
Also, if using canned air, hold the can 
upright, so that only air comes out, 
and not frost. 
 
Another method is to use a hose from 
your vacuum.  This is dangerous in 
that you must be VERY careful not to 
bump any internal parts of the 
computer, many of which are very 
delicate. 
 
My preferred method is to use canned 
air while holding a vacuum hose 
above the computer to catch most of 
the dust that is blown around. 
 

 
BOOSTING WIRELESS SIGNALS 
 
If you use a wireless router at your 
home or business, the signal must 
often go through walls and/or 
furniture, all of which weaken the 
signal. 
 
If your computer is only receiving 1 or 
2 bars (out of 5) in signal strength, 
here are some things you can try. 

 
Move the router.  Moving the 
wireless router even a foot or two, can 
sometimes improve signal strength. 
 
Move the antenna.  Similarly, try 
fiddling with the position of the 
antenna on the router (and on the 
computer, if that antenna is also 
adjustable). 
 
Get a high-performance antenna.  
There are several high performance 
(sometimes called high-gain) antennas 
available which will improve signal 
strength. 
 
Use a range extender. Hawking, D-
link, and other company’s make 
wireless signal range extenders, which 
will take your signal and give it a 
boost.  The best way to use these is to 
place the extender between the router 
and the computer, about where the 
signal falls to 3 bars.  Some people 
report good results even where the 
extender is receiving only 2 bars of 
signal strength. 
 
 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe; 
however, CCC cannot foresee every possibility 
and assumes no responsibility for any problems 
that may be encountered as a consequence of 
these recommendations.   


