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WHAT’S A TWEET? 
 
You have probably heard of Twitter 
by now, and if you haven’t then you 
probably will.  Some of you probably 
tweet.  But what, exactly is Twitter? 
 
Essentially, Twitter is a parallel form 
of email.  Let’s take it from the top.  
After you sign up for a free Twitter 
account, you can post and read 
tweets.  A tweet is a message that is 
limited to 140 characters – about the 
size of the first paragraph in this 
piece. 
 
So what!  How is this different from 
sending someone a short email?  The 
difference is that you can designate a 
whole lot of different people, or 
everyone in the world, to be able to 
read your tweets.  Here are 2 common 
uses of Twitter: 
 
1. Any of your designated “friends” 

can logon to their Twitter account 
and read your tweets.  It’s a good 
way to keep a whole lot of family 
members, friends, or work 
associates, or whomever informed 
of…well, whatever you want to 
inform them about. 

 
2. You can tweet to the world.  There 

are thousands, perhaps hundreds of 
thousands of people who read 
tweets by well-known (and not 
well-known) people such as 
Brittney Spears.  Sort of an on-line 
celebrity mini-magazine.  Some 
users tweet many times a day and 
others only occasionally. 

 

3. You can send tweets from your 
computer or as a message from 
your cell phone. 

 
So what is in a tweet?  In short – they 
are very short status reports.  On what 
I would term the absurd side, are 
tweets from people about everything 
they do, such as.  “I just took a 
shower” or “I’m leaving for lunch 
with Bob De Niro in an hour.” or 
“Went to Aba Zaba Du for pizza, not 
very good”..or “Chastity had her 
third birthday today. Everyone from 
Dana Point was there.” 
 
Some tweets are not even tweets, but 
just links to a YouTube video or 
something else. 
 
So now you know what Twitter is and 
what tweets are.  It’s pretty much that 
simple.  Do I use Twitter?  I have 
better things to do, such as surfing, 
dancing Argentine tango, or repairing 
computers.  Besides, it’s hard enough 
just keeping up with my email. 
Should you use Twitter?  A lot of 
people do, maybe you will like it.  It’s 
kinda like watching TV - there are 
some good gems mixed in with the 
chaff. 
 
If you’re interested in finding out 
about Twitter, go to 
www.twitter.com, and read some 
tweets.  You don’t even have to sign 
up to read the tweets. 
 
 
USE FACEBOOK CAREFULLY 

 
Facebook can be a wonderful tool for 
social networking, but as in life you 
have to be careful what you say and 
to whom you say it…or it might 
come back and bite you.  Here are 
some suggestions for your 
consideration. 
 
1. Don't put anything on your 

Facebook (or anyone else's) that 
you wish to keep private.  Friends 
of friends may eventually get 

access to the comment or other 
info and you may regret it. 

 
2. Whenever you take one of those 

seemingly innocuous Facebook 
quizzes, it opens all of the 
information in your Facebook,  

 
3. While you can disable or 

deactivate your Facebook account 
(if you have one), there is no way 
to completely delete the account.  
Photos and other info may still be 
available long after you have shut 
down your Facebook account. 

 
 

GET THE BEST GAS PRICES 
 
There are several websites that track 
gasoline prices.  I recently ran a 
comparison test on 4 of these sites 
and the results were interesting.  
Some of the sites allow you to update 
the prices, which is probably where 
they get the information.  The first 
two, http://gasbuddy.com and 
www.motortrend.com/gas_prices/ind
ex.html are recommended.  The other 
two do not seem to have up-to-date 
info. 
 
Http://gasbuddy.com is my choice.  
Just type in the zip code of the area 
you will be looking for gas and prices 
at many nearby gas stations will be 
displayed.  The page displays not 
only the current prices, but also the 
time (usually hours, but sometimes 
days) since last update is noted.  One 
question though, why are the lower 
gas prices in Santa Ana and Costa 
Mesa consistently about $0.15 to 
$0.20 less per gallon than in Dana 
Point?  Are we being ripped off or 
what? 
 
http://www.motortrend.com/gas_pric
es/index.html  was the most 
comprehensive listing, with the most 
gas stations listed.  Gasoline prices all 
appear to be current (same date) 
 
http://gaspricewatch.com As with the 
others, you just type in a zip code.  



The problem was that all 5 gas 
stations displayed for Dana Point 
were noted as having prices older 
than 72 hours. 
 
http://gasprices.mapquest.com listed 
7 gas stations in Dana Point, but had 
prices for only 2 of the stations.  The 
other 5 stations listed only displayed 
$_.__.  Prices listed are often a day or 
two old, so they are quite likely not 
what you will find if you go to the 
gas station. 
 
 

KEEP BOOKMARKS & 
FAVORITES IN SYNC 

 
Firefox, Internet Explorer, Google 
Chrome, and Safari browsers all keep 
their bookmarks (called Favorites in 
Internet Explorer, etc) separately and 
this can be a bit of a problem, since 
you won't see a website that you 
bookmark in Firefox in any of the 
other browsers Favorites or whatever 
each calls it.  There is a solution.  
Use Xmarks (www.xmarks.com) to 
automatically keep your Favorites 
and Bookmarks in sync, so that 
what you save in one browser will 
appear in the other browser as well.  
It's a free application that takes only a 
few minutes to download and set up.  
You will need to create an account on 
xmarks.com because that's where the 
master record for your computer is 
kept, but it's free and very 
handy…unless you're a conspiracy 
buff and are concerned that someone 
can get their hands on your favorite 
websites, in which case don't use 
xmarks.   
 
 

OPEN PROGRAMS IN 
FULL-SCREEN SIZE 

 
Here’s a quick tip.  Have you ever 
wanted to have some programs 
always open in full-screen size 
instead of a smaller window?  Here’s 
how to do it.   
 
1. Right-click the program's 

shortcut 
 
2. Click the pull-down menu next to 

Run and choose MAXIMIZED 
 
3. Click OK 
 

 
SPEED UP YOUR NETWORK 

 
Upgrade to a gigabit network or 
wireless-n. 
 
If you have 2 or more computers 
connected in a network and routinely 
access or transfer files between the 
computers, you may be able to speed 
up the process tenfold - that's right, 
ten times faster.  For example, if your 
business has Quickbooks on one 
computer and other computers share 
the same account(s), then you're 
moving data between the computers. 

 
For the most part, your system uses 
either FastEthernet or Gigabit 
components.  FastEthernet 
components transfer data at a 
theoretical 100 mbps (Megabits per 
second) and Gigabit components 
transfer data at a theoretical 1000 
mbps. 

 
Most newer computers (2 years old or 
less) have a gigabit network adapter.  
If your computer has a slower 
FastEthernet adapter, you can replace 
it with a Gigabit adapter for about 
$25 or so. 

 
However, most routers still use 
FastEthernet switches, so even if your 
computers all have Gigabit network 
adapters, the data will only be 
transferred at FastEthernet speeds.  
Some newer routers do have gigabit 
switches, but not many at this time.  
There is a solution.  Get a Gigabit 
network switch.  A 4 or 5 port gigabit 
switch is usually under $50, and 
sometimes you can find them for a 
low as $30 or so.  
 
Replacing the network switch on your 
router with a gigabit switch is easy.  
Here’s how.  Run one network cable 
from the router to the switch and 
connect all of your computers to the 
switch.  Computers will then 
communicate with each other at 
gigabit speeds.  It won't speed up or 
otherwise affect your internet speed 
because even fast cable internet 
connections are rarely more than 10-
12 mbps, which is about 1/10 the 
speed of even a slower FastEthernet 
connection. 

 

Note that this advice applies only to 
wired networks.  If you connect to 
your router with a wireless 
connection, then you are limited to 
the speed of the wireless connection.   
 
If you have a wireless-n connection 
(on both the computer and the router 
ends of the connection) then the most 
you can probably expect with a very 
strong and close connection will be 
around 130 mbps, even though the 
theoretical connection speed of 
wireless-n is 300 mbps.   
 
For an older wireless-g connection, 
you're looking at a real-world 
connection speed of probably no 
more than about 24 or so mbps, even 
though the theoretical maximum 
connection speed is 54 mbps.  Again, 
for an internet connection, even 
wireless-g is faster than the fastest 
internet connection - assuming an 
excellent or very good connection.  
Weaker connections get slower and 
slower, so if you are operating under 
only good or fair wireless signals, 
consider upgrading to a wireless-n 
system (remember, that you need a 
wireless-n network adapter on both 
the computer and the router). 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


