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In this issue: 
 

 Supertune Firefox 
 Create your own PDF files 
 Get tunes off of your iPod 
 How to choose a notebook 
computer. 

 First “Cone of Silence”, now “Web 
of Trust” 

 
 

SUPERTUNE FIREFOX 
 
There are hundreds of minor tweaks 
you can use to adjust and improve 
performance of the Firefox browser. 
To see many of them, just light up 
Firefox and then type about:config 
and press the <enter> key.  
Unfortunately, unless you want to 
spend a lot of time researching each 
item, it is an exercise in frustration. 
 
Let me introduce Firetune – a nifty, 
spiffy, way to tune up Firefox.  You 
can, of course, do it in a very granular 
way (item by item), but unless you’re 
retired, unemployed, a computer 
hobbyist, or otherwise have a lot of 
time on your hands, you probably 
want something more like an 
automatic transmission. 
 
With Firetune, you can just start it up, 
select your computer/connection from 
a list of 5 possibilities: 
 
• Fast computer / Fast connection 
• Fast computer / Slower connection 
• Fast computer / Slow connection 
• Slow computer / Fast connection 
• Slow computer / Slow connection 
 
Make your selection and Firetune will 
automatically adjust Firefox for 
optimal performance.  You will get a 
message telling you to close all 
instances of Firefox – do so and then 
click the OK button. 
 
Don’t necessarily expect your internet 
connection to turn into a Ferrari.  
Usually, the improvements are small 
and sometimes unnoticeable.  

Occasionally, however, the 
improvement can be dramatic. 
 
Download Firetune from 
http://bit.ly/Lgx8E   
 
 

CREATE YOUR OWN 
PDF FILES 

 
The .pdf format stands for Portable 
Document Format and was 
developed as a way to view 
documents on a wide variety of 
computers, including Windows, Macs, 
and Linux operating systems, and in a 
way that will always look the same no 
matter what computer you are using. 
 
Prior to .pdf, you could send a file 
only to computers that used the same 
programs, which often meant that files 
created on a Mac would display on a 
Windows computer, and visa versa. 
 
The way .pdf works is that you “print” 
the document to a .pdf file – literally.  
Anything that you can print, can be 
sent to a .pdf file creating program and 
instead of coming out on a piece of 
paper, it comes out as a file.  The 
beauty of this is that the file displays 
on any computer that has a .pdf reader 
program on it, and displays exactly the 
same as it would on the printed sheet 
of paper. 
 
Say that you want to send someone a 
printout of a website, or a word 
processing document, or a photo, or 
anything else that you can print.  You 
just “print” it to a .pdf file.   
 
Creating a .pdf file is very easy.  
Here’s how it works. 
 
• First, you just download and install 

a PDF driver on your computer.  
The .pdf driver will then appear in 
your list of printers.   

 
• Then you just print the document, 

selecting the PDF printer instead of 
your default printer.   

 

Voila - you have a .pdf file.  Anything 
you can print, can be made into a .pdf 
file. 
 
You can purchase programs that create 
PDF files, but why bother when you 
can get it for free.  I recommend PDF 
Creator, which is a free download.  In 
fact, I use PDFCreator to make these 
newsletters.  Get it at 
http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreat
or/       It's an easy install. 
 
PDFCreator is a basic program.  At 
the other end of the spectrum is the 
pricey Adobe Acrobat, which can 
create sophisticated PDF files in 
which you can embed form fields 
(such as the income tax forms you can 
download from the IRS).  If you need 
something a bit more sophisticated 
than PDFCreator, but not as powerful 
as Adobe Acrobat, there are several 
PDF creation programs available with 
varying capabilities. 
 

 
 
 
FIRST THE CONE OF SILENCE 

NOW THE WEB OF TRUST 
 
The publishers of Firetune also have a 
very useful add-on for Firefox named 
Web of Trust. This add-on will warn 
you about risky or possibly dangerous 
websites, marking them as red, 
yellow, & green.  (Sorry that yellow is 
black, but yellow is barely seen on a 
white background – it looks like this.) 
 
Red denotes a website that Web of 
Trust believes to be confirmed as 



malicious, Yellow is cautionary, and 
Green notes an “approved” website. 
 
Download Web of Trust from 
http://bit.ly/u4U5  
 
 
GET TUNES OFF OF YOUR IPOD 
 
iPods are nicely designed, but 
unfortunately they are designed by the 
control freaks at Apple.  Have you 
ever tried to get tunes off of an iPod 
and onto a different computer?  There 
are other good MP3 players around, 
but if you want to continue listening to 
your tunes, you’re locked into iPods.  
Need I say more. 
 
However, free-enterprise reigns 
supreme, and there is a way.  Pod-to-
PC is a free program that you can use 
to easily copy music from an iPod or 
iPhone to any computer.  Download it 
from www.podtopc.com and try it out. 
 
 

HOW TO CHOOSE A 
NOTEBOOK COMPUTER 

 
Most statistics indicate that notebook 
computers outsell desktops.  If you’re 
looking for a notebook computer, here 
is some information to help you 
decide what to get. 
 
There are generally 4 categories, 
depending on what you want it to do. 
 
1.  A desktop replacement notebook.  
These are big and heavy (around 8-10 
lbs) and designed for people who use 
the computer mostly at home/office 
and only occasionally take it 
somewhere.  They have larger 
keyboards and screens, which make 
them easier to use, and in general are 
faster than the other types of 
notebooks. 
 
2.  An ultra-light weight computer.  
These are very light weight, usually 
around 3-4 lbs, and are designed for 
people who use the computer on the 
road a lot.  They are slower than a 
desktop replacement computer, and 
sometimes omit a CD/DVD drive to 
keep the weight down, with a USB 
CD/DVD drive optional.  These are 
average size usable notebooks, and 
should not be confused with Netbooks 
which I'll describe later. 

 
Both of the above types of notebooks 
are pricey, generally starting around 
$1400 and up. 
 
3.  A general purpose notebook.  
These are your average-size notebook 
computer and are a compromise in 
size & weight between desktop 
replacement and ultralight computers.  
This is what most people use, and they 
can be had new for as low as $700, 
and occasionally less on sale.  When 
shopping for one of these, the feel of 
the keyboard is important.  As for 
computing power, which runs the full 
gamut from slow to pretty fast. 
 
4.  Netbooks are a recent 
phenomenon, and came out around a 
year ago.  They are small, very light 
(around 3 lbs) and cheap (at around 
$400 or so).  They have taken the 
market by storm and I've read that half 
of all notebook computers bought in 
the past year or so have been 
netbooks.  They are fine for online 
computing (hence the nickname 
NETbook), which means that they are 
primarily for browsing the internet, 
email, and lightweight word 
processing.  But they are very low 
powered and not really usable for 
serious computing.  Buy a netbook 
only if extremely low weight and price 
are more important than twiddling 
your thumbs, which you will do a lot 
of.  That said, netbooks are cute, and 
great as a second computer to take 
with you.  They’re so small and light 
that you have to check your backpack 
to make sure it’s in there. 
 
Next, consider how you will use the 
computer.  Which type of notebook 
will best fit your needs? 
 
Also consider whether or not you 
really need a notebook, or if a desktop 
computer will be better for your needs.  
I frequently find clients using 
notebook computers as if they were 
desktop computers.  When I ask about 
portability, they reply that they’ve 
only taken the notebook off of the 
desk once or twice.  In these instances, 
they would be much better off with a 
desktop computer.  Desktops give you 
more for your money, hardware 
problems are easier to work on, and 
the larger keyboards & monitors are 
easier to work with. 

 
Once you have more or less decided 
what type of notebook you want to 
get, try them out.  Don’t just get one 
online because it’s cheap, unless you 
try play with it first.  The feel of the 
keyboard and the size & quality of 
the display mean a lot. 
 
For any notebook computer, I 
recommend getting a wireless travel 
mouse, as the built-in touchpads are a 
real pain for other than occasional use.  
A travel mouse is simply a smaller-
size mouse designed for use with 
notebook computers.  You can get a 
nice one for around $30, sometimes 
less if you watch for sales.  
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


