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USE ANY PHOTO AS YOUR 
DESKTOP WALLPAPER 

 
Did you know that you can put your 
favorite photos, or almost any photo 
for that matter, onto your computer’s 
desktop.  That’s right – you’re not 
limited to using the desktop 
backgrounds (called wallpaper) that 
come with Windows.  Actually, it’s 
not limited to photos, as you can use 
almost any graphic image on your 
computer. 
 
It’s very easy - here’s how to do it.   
 
1. Open My Computer and navigate 

to the folder that contains the 
image. 

 
2. On the menu bar, click on the 

display icon, which looks like this: 
 
 

 
 
3. Now click on Thumbnails to use 

the Thumbnails view of the folder. 
 
4. Find the image that you want to set 

as your wallpaper, right-click on it, 
and then click on Set as Desktop 
Background. 

 
Voila!  The image is now your 
desktop wallpaper. 
 
 

 
SURF THE RIGHT WAY:  

USE THE ADDRESS BAR 
 
I often find that people are using the 
search field instead of the address bar 
to go to websites.  This is particularly 
frequent when Yahoo or Google is the 
home page, which starts up with the 
cursor in the search field.  While not 
exactly wrong, it’s more cumbersome.  
Let me explain. 
 
The address bar is the white field at 
the top of your browser (Internet 
Explorer, Firefox, etc) and you will 
see http:// at the left of the field.  The 
address bar looks like this: 
 

 
When you type an address, such as 
www.foobar.com into the address bar 
it takes you to that website. 
 
But if you type the address into a 
search field, such as Google or Yahoo, 
you are only requesting a search for 
the website and you must then pick 
out which one you really want to go 
to.  This seems like a lot of wasted 
time and effort. 
 
 

THE LATEST KEYBOARD 
IMPROVEMENT 

 

 
 
Can be programmed to call your PC 
support tech.  Currently a prototype, 
release date unknown. 
 

 
SAVE BEFORE RUNNING 

 
Whenever you buy a program online 
and install it, if you use Internet 
Explorer you are given the option of 
saving or running the file.  If you run 
the file to install it, without first 
saving it, then it won’t be available if 
you have to later reinstall the program 
due to problems with it.  You then 
have to go through a long drama to 
contact the publisher of the software, 
prove that you bought it, and then re-
download it.  But if you saved it first, 
then you don’t have to do that. 
 
Firefox is better at this, because by 
default, it saves all files to the desktop 
before running them. 
 
So what do you do with all of the 
clutter that accumulates on your 
desktop.  Make a folder named 
something like “Downloaded Setup 
Files” and put the downloaded file 
there, either before or after running it 
to install the program.  You can put 
this folder either on the desktop, or 
elsewhere on the computer, as you 
prefer. 
 
If you haven’t created a folder before, 
here’s how to do it. 
 
Right-click on an empty area of your 
desktop, or inside of any other folder 
displayed in My Computer. 
 
Then click on New and then click on 
Folder. 
 
The new folder will be named New 
Folder but you can right-click on the 
folder, and then click on Rename  to 
change that to any name you prefer. 
 
 

A SELECT SPAM MORSEL 
 
In a recent spam message, Abu Paul 
Hussein, a merchant in Dubai, advises 
me that he has cancer and that “It has 
defiled all forms of medication”  
 



 
USE YOUR COMPUTER 

AS A COPIER 
 
If you have a combination printer & 
scanner, sometimes called an All-In-
One or AIO, then you already know 
that it’s a nice copier. 
 
However, what if you don’t have an 
AIO, but you do have a printer and a 
scanner?  Well then…you also have a 
copier.  Although you can send your 
scanned document(s) to a printer, 
there’s an easier and faster way to 
make copies.  Download and install 
the free Photocopier software from 
www.nicocuppen.com/pit/editor/page
_detail.php?id=10103    
 

 
 
After it’s installed, whenever you 
want to make a copy of a document, 
just double-click on the desktop icon 
and the interface shown above makes 
it easy to make copies. 
 
BTW, if you have an HP or Canon 
scanner, copier software is included 
with the device. 
 
 

SAY GOODBYE TO 
 DESKTOP SEARCH 

 
Desktop Search Engines (DSE), such 
as the Windows Desktop Search, 
Google Desktop Search, Yahoo… 
(they all are named Desktop Search) 
can be very convenient for finding 
data on your computer.  While the 
START > SEARCH feature of 
Windows XP is good primarily for file 
names, DSEs can find even words or 
phrases in files.  For example, say that 
you once wrote a letter to a friend 
about you trip to Guadalajara, if you 
type in Guadalajara, the left side of the 
screen shows you the names of all 
files containing Guadalajara either in 
the file name or inside of the file.   

Clicking once on any file name will 
display the actual content of the file on 
the right side of the screen. 
 
DSE’s do this by searching all files on 
your computer and creating an index 
of what’s on your computer.  Sounds 
great. 
 
Unfortunately, most DSE’s do their 
indexing continuously, on the 
assumption that you can’t remember 
what you just did a few minutes ago.  
Indexing can seriously slow down 
your computer, even if it’s a dual or 
quad core, and particularly so for older 
computers with single-core 
processors. 
 
After trying several of these DSEs on 
my dual-core office computer, I’ve 
decided that unless they can be set to 
do their indexing in the middle of the 
night, I just don’t want them on my 
computer.   
 
Whenever a client asks me why their 
computer is slow, the first thing I 
check is to see if their Total Commit 
Memory (in Task Manager) is within 
about 75MB of their Total Memory, 
and the second thing I check is to see 
if they have a DSE installed on their 
computer.  When I ask the client if 
they ever use the DSE searchbar, most 
reply that they don’t even know why 
the search field is on their taskbar.  If 
a DSE is on the computer, then 
uninstalling it almost invariably 
speeds up the computer very 
noticeably.   
 
You may have a DSE on your 
computer even if you don’t remember 
installing it.  Google, Yahoo and 
Windows DSEs are very aggressive in 
their marketing.  For example, if you 
upgraded to a newer version of Adobe 
Reader, the chances are that you didn’t 
notice the offer to also install Google 
Desktop Search on your computer, 
which was already checked YES, for 
your convenience. 
 
For you Windows Vista users, the 
Desktop Search is built right into 
Vista, so it’s not optional. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

YOU CAN STILL GET 
WINDOWS XP COMPUTERS 

 
Microsoft has officially stopped 
selling Windows XP, and almost all 
boxed computers that you find in 
stores have Windows Vista on them.  
But there are ways to get new 
computers with XP on them. 
 
If you look on the websites of 
computer manufacturers, you will 
often find computers grouped by 
Home, Small Business, Enterprise, 
etc.  Since businesses don’t like to buy 
Vista machines, The Small Business 
lines of computers often have 
Windows XP Professional as an 
option. 
 
For example, the Dell Inspiron line of 
home-oriented computers and the 
Vostro line of business-oriented 
computers are very comparable 
pricewise as are the features.   
 
With the Vostro computers you can 
get the Windows XP Pro Downgrade 
option for $99.  This option puts XP 
Pro on the computer at the factory, 
and includes a Windows Vista 
Business upgrade DVD in case you 
later decide to upgrade to Vista 
Business.  However, note that Vista 
Business does not have the slick Aero 
graphic interface. 
 
Another bonus for getting computers 
from a manufacturer’s Small Business 
line of computers is that they aren’t 
loaded with the shovelware that comes 
on most home-oriented computers, 
such as the free trials of Office or an 
Internet Security Suite. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


