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A REAL DA VINCI CODE 
 
Working with a team at HAL9000 
(named after the computer in the film 
2001), a firm specializing in art 
photography, Italian musician 
Giovanni Maria Pala has computer-
analyzed the Leonardo Da Vinci 
painting “The Last Supper” and has 
discovered a musical score hidden in 
the masterpiece.  I’m not kidding.   
Check it out at 
http://dsc.discovery.com/news/2007/1
1/09/last-supper-da-
vinci.html?dcitc=w19-502-ak-0000  
 
At the bottom of the first web page 
there is a link that will play a short 
Discovery Channel program on this. 
If you want to hear the score played 
on a pipe organ, go to 
http://hosted.ap.org/specials/interactiv
es/_audio/davinci_music.mp3  
 
 

HOW TO IDENTIFY AN 
EMAIL SCAM 

 
Sure, the emails from someone in 
Nigeria who needs your help getting 
their inheritance out of the country are 
pretty obvious, but many email scams 
are much better.  Here are links to 
some good online articles from 
PCWorld magazine which will help 
you learn about and identify email 
scams. 
 
http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,13
8310/article.html?tk=nl_spxsld   
 
http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,13
7363/article.html?tk=nl_spxcol 
 

http://blogs.pcworld.com/staffblog/arc
hives/005722.html?tk=nl_spxblg 
 
http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,13
8689/article.html?tk=nl_spxnws 
 
Also, Spamato and MailWasher are 2 
free anti-spam filters you might like to 
consider, if you’re not already using a 
filter.  Here are links to their websites 
where you can read about and/or 
download the programs. 
 
http://spamato.com/ 
 
http://www.mailwasher.net/ 
 
 
TUNE-UP YOUR EMAIL CLIENT 

 
First of all, let’s explain the 
differences between using webmail 
and an e-mail client. 
 
1. With webmail you use your 

internet browser to access your 
email, which is all kept on the 
email server and not on your 
computer.  The advantage of 
webmail is that you can access 
your email from anywhere that you 
can connect to the internet.   

 
2. An email client is any program on 

your computer which you use to 
send and receive email.  Since 
incoming email is downloaded 
onto your computer, you cannot 
usually access email other than at 
your computer. 

 
The advantage of webmail is that your 
email is accessible whether visiting 
someone a mile away or in Italy for a 
vacation.  The disadvantage is that 
webmail editing and organizing 
features are generally not a good as 
email clients. 
 
Outlook Express is undoubtedly the 
most commonly used email client 
(probably because it is free with 
Windows) followed by Outlook.  Two 
other lesser-known but excellent (and 
free) email clients are Thunderbird 
and Eudora.  Regardless of which 

email client you use, you have 
probably accumulated many messages 
that you don’t think about but which 
take up space on your hard drive and 
can slow down the email client.  Here 
are some tips for tuning up your email 
client. 
 
1. Delete those attachments from 

your email, saving those you 
want to keep in you’re my 
Documents folder.  You probably 
have hundreds of attachments in 
your saved and sent email folders.  
They are stored in a special format 
and only available through the 
email, which means that you 
probably looked at the attachment 
once and then they are – for all 
intents and purposes – lost.   

 
To save an attachment to an 
email right-click on the attachment 
and then click on Save As.  You 
can now select where you want to 
save the attachment.  This should 
always be in the My Documents 
folder (or one of it’s’ subfolders).  
Save photographs to the My 
Pictures folder, and so forth.  
Alternately, in some programs, 
such as Outlook, you can also 
click on File > Save Attachments 
instead of right-clicking on the 
attachment. 
 
The easiest way to delete 
attachments from your email is 
to simply delete the message 
since most messages with 
attachments don’t usually have 
much else in them that you would 
want to save. 
 
In Outlook, you can remove 
email attachments from a 
message without deleting the 
message by double-clicking on 
the message, then right-clicking 
on the attachment and then 
clicking on Remove.  I’m not sure 
about other email clients, but they 
probably have a similar feature.  

 
2. Delete most messages in your 

sent messages folder.  Every 



message you ever sent has a copy 
in the Sent folder, unless you have 
turned off the feature to save 
copies of messages.  Most of these 
copies have no importance to you 
whatever and should be deleted. 

 
By the way, delete all 
attachments in your Sent folder 
since they are most likely just 
copies of files you already have 
somewhere else on your computer. 

 
3. Archive your messages.  By 

setting the Auto-Archive feature 
on, all messages older than 
whatever length of time you 
specify (such as 6 months or a 
year) will be moved to a separate 
Archive folder.  The contents of 
the Archive folder can be easily 
retrieved, and your email client 
will run faster and more efficiently. 

 
 

USE AN EMAIL CLIENT 
WITH YOUR WEBMAIL 

 
You can get the best of both worlds by 
combining your webmail and email 
client – they are not mutually 
exclusive.  Each webmail service 
works this a bit differently. 
 
Hotmail and MSNwebmail can be 
synchronized with your email client so 
that whenever a message is created, 
received or removed from one, it 
happens on both.  These webmail 
services require that you set up an 
HTTP email account on your email 
client. 
 
Gmail and Yahoo don’t synchronize, 
but do let you connect to the webmail 
as a typical POP3/SMTP account.  
The settings for Gmail are 
pop.gmail.com and smtp.gmail.com.  
The settings for Yahoo mail are 
pop.mail.yahoo.com and 
smtp.mail.yahoo.com.  Both require 
that you use ports that are different 
from the standard email ports – 
complete instructions are available on 
each webmail’s website. 
 
AOL email can be used with an email 
client but I suspect that AOL doesn’t 
want you to do it because the 
instructions are difficult to locate and 
somewhat Byzantine. 
 

For instructions on linking your 
webmail to your email client, go to the 
webmail provider’s website and 
search for instructions, using the terms 
POP3  SMTP  for the search.  Or you 
can use a search engine (Google, 
Yahoo, Ask, ChaCha, etc) using the 
name of your webmail and the terms 
MAIL, POP & SMTP.  For example, 
to find instructions for Yahoo webmail 
search using the terms yahoo mail 
POP3  SMTP. 
 
 

STOP UNSOLICITED 
CREDIT CARD OFFERS 

 
I know that this is not exactly a 
computer matter, but I think it may be 
of interest to you. 
 
I frequently receive offers for credit 
cards in the mail, none of which I 
want.  I recently came across a way to 
stop these offers and it was fairly 
quick and painless. 
 
Call Experian (one of the 4 major 
credit rating firms) at 888-567-8688 
and you will reach the Opt-Out line.   
By the way, I verified this phone 
number by going to the Experian 
website: 
http://www.experian.com/preapproved
_credit/opting_out.html 
 
 This is an automated line.  It took 
about 5 minutes to enter the 
information by both voice and phone 
touchpad, after which I was assured 
that I would receive no unsolicited 
credit card offers for the next 5 years – 
with the disclaimer that it may take 
several months until companies that 
already have my address update their 
mailing databases.  I was also advised 
that all 4 credit reporting companies 
will be advised that I opted out. 
 
 

GET THE FONT YOU WANT 
 
Most people use New Times Roman 
or Ariel font for almost everything.  
There are thousands of fonts out there 
if you want them. 
 

Some are elegant 

Some are classical 

And some are newer 

Some are humorous 
There are formal fonts 
and informal fonts 
 
There are fonts for every occasion and 
there is nothing to using them.  Once 
you install a font in Windows (easy) 
you can select it for use in almost 
anything you write. 
 
Unfortunately, most font websites sell 
their fonts…but www.dafont.com has 
a very large selection of free fonts.  In 
fact, I believe that most, if not all, of 
their fonts are free.  Check it out. 
 
 

BETTER RIPS 
 
Do you rip music from CDs to your 
iPod or other MP3 player?  Do you 
use iTunes to do the ripping?  Does 
the resulting music sound pretty bad?  
It’s not your MP3 player; it’s probably 
the iPod software. 
 
If you want easy then just continue 
using iTunes, ‘cause it’s always easier 
to continue the path you’re already on.  
But if you want better-sounding MP3s 
try a better MP3 encoder, such as 
LAME .  Try it yourself and see if you 
can tell the difference.  If you use a 
PC then download Exact Audio Copy 
(http://www.exactaudiocopy.de/).  If 
you use a Mac, download iLAS . 
(http://taisteal.atomiclemur.com/ilas/)  
 
Both are freeware, although donations 
are always a good idea if you continue 
to use the software. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 

 


