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BE ADVENTUROUS PART TRES 

ANOTHER IE ALTERNATIVE 
 
Try the Avant browser.  It’s 
completely compatible with all 
websites, including those that require 
Internet Explorer.  What’s more, it is 
much nicer to look at, and has more 
features than Internet Explorer.  
What’s more – it’s entirely free.  Go to 
http://www.avantbrowser.com/ and 
check it out.  Read the list of its 
advantages over Internet Explorer, and 
then click the Download button.  It's 
certainly worth checking out.  
 

 
LET’S GO PHISHING 

 
In previous issues I’ve talked about 
how social engineering is used to 
scam people using email or other 
types of phishing.  Some of it, like the 
Nigerian money scams are fairly 
blatant, but sometimes the work is 
really high quality.  Go to 
http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,13
5178/article.html?tk=nl_spxnws and 
read this about one high-quality scam.    
 

 
ARE YOU SECURE? 

 
OK – so you probably live here in 
south Orange County where there is 
no crime (LOL), but the www in front 
of the websites you visit is not named 
the WorldWideWeb for nothing – it is 
truly worldwide and there are a lot of 
blackhat hackers looking for 
computers they can break into.  If you 
want to know how safe you are from 
the blackhats, run some of the free 
online security checks. 

 
The free security check sites listed 
below focus on firewall security – in 
other words, they focus on checking 
how secure your computer is from a 
hacker attack.  Some of the sites also 
provide virus checks although I’m 
sure that you are already using the best 
possible antivirus programs. 
 
Here are a few you might try.  (If 
you’re reading this on your computer, 
you can just click on the link to go 
there). 
 
Symantec Security Check: 
http://www.symantec.com/region/au_
nz/promo/freesecuritycheck/ – This 
site will check for both firewall safety 
and viruses.  Note that some of the 
checks on this website require 
ActiveX controls, so you must use 
Internet Explorer, as Firefox does not 
support ActiveX.   
 
ShieldsUp: 
https://www.grc.com/x/ne.dll?bh0bky
d2 will test your computer for firewall 
breaks.  It’s actually a series of 
different tests and it pretty cool. 
 

 
CHECK YOUR INTERNET 

SPEED 
 
Here are 2 nice websites that will test 
your internet speed.  Tests will display 
upload speeds that are much slower 
than download speeds.  This is 
normal, because Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs) allow more 
bandwidth to downloads than uploads 
because that’s what internet users do 
the most.  It’s like having 7 freeway 
lines in the direction most traffic is 
flowing and only 1 lane in the other 
direction where there is very little 
traffic. 
 
http://www.dslreports.com/speedtest - 
Choose the Flash based test first.  If 
your computer does not have Flash 
installed, then either install it or try the 
Java based test.  The nice thing about 
this test is that it has several location 
options, so you can test connections to 

locations in LA, the bay area, Miami, 
and several other sites. 
 
Another nice test site is  
http://test.lvcm.com.  It’s easy to use, 
although you do need to have Java 
installed on your computer.  If Java 
isn’t on your computer, this website 
will notify you and display a button 
you can click on to go to the Java 
website to download & install Java. 
 

 
HEY MAC - 

GO ON A SURFIN’ SAFARI 
 
Do you have Mac-envy?  Have your 
Mac-using friends taunted you about 
how good and safe their Safari 
browser is on their Macs?  Well – the 
Safari browser is now available for 
PCs.  Then surprise your Mac-using 
friends by bringing up Safari on your 
PC. 
 
Download the free beta of Safari at 
http://www.apple.com/safari/download/ 
- but be careful of the shovelware they 
will try to load onto your computer 
along with Safari. 
 
1. Move the checkmark to Safari 

for Windows XP or Vista to 
keep from also downloading 
QuickTime, unless of course you 
want to download it too. 

 
2. Uncheck “Keep me up to 

date…” if you don’t want to 
receive more spam. 

 
3. You don’t need to enter your e-

mail address unless you have left 
“Keep me up do date…” checked. 

 
4. Click the “Download Safari 3 

Beta” button. 
 
Oh, by the way - Safari is not 
inherently any safer than other 
browsers, and the “there are so few 
out there that hackers don’t bother 
with it” story isn’t particularly 
convincing.  All browsers are under 
ongoing attack from blackhat 
hackers and so, as with all browsers 



it is very important that you always 
keep current with the latest patches 
and updates.   
 
To be honest, I haven’t had any 
particular inclination to try Safari, 
although the reports I’ve read don’t 
indicate any particular advantage over 
other browsers.  But if you want to 
surprise your Mac-user friends, this 
might be of interest to you.  If you try 
Safari, email me your opinion.   
 

 
FULL-TIME SPELL CHECKER 

 
You have probably used the spell 
checker in your word processing 
program and possibly your email 
program…but what about checking in 
other programs?  Sadly, spell checkers 
are limited to the programs that 
include them.  For example, if you use 
Outlook or Outlook Express, you can 
only spell check your outgoing 
messages if you have checked “Use 
Microsoft Word” as the email editor. 
 
PhraseExpress to the rescue.  
PhraseExpress is a spell-checking 
program that, according to reports, 
seems to work with almost all 
Windows applications.  Another 
feature is that, like the Auto-Correct  
feature in Word, you can set up 
phrases that will automatically be 
completed when you start typing.  For 
example, if you enter your street 
number as a “phrase”, every time that 
you type in that number, 
PhraseExpress will complete typing in 
your complete address. 
 
And guess what – its freeware – 
absolutely free.  For info, and/or to 
download PhraseExpress, go to 
http://www.phraseexpress.com/  
 

 
A BETTER MOUSETRAP 

 
As a touch-typist, I prefer to keep my 
hands on the keyboard.  Going from 
the keyboard to my trackball and then 
back really slows me down, so I use 
keyboard shortcuts as much as 
possible.  I’ve written about various 
keyboard shortcuts in several other 
issues, but here’s more info about 
them. 
 

First of all, when you are in a 
program, almost any program, you 
know that if you click on File on the 
menubar, a menu will drop down.  But 
did you notice that the F in File is 
underlined.  That means that if you 
hold down the <ALT>  key and press 
the letter F it is just like clicking on 
File.  Similarly, if you use the 
<ALT+E>  key combination, it’s like 
clicking on Edit on the menubar.  On 
the drop-down menu that appears 
when you click on an item on the 
menubar, several of the selections 
have a letter underlined – and if you 
click on that letter, it will be like 
clicking on that item.  For example if 
you do <ALT+F>  and then press the 
S key it is the same as clicking on File 
Save. 
 
There are faster shortcuts as well.  
When you click on File (or use 
<ALT+F> ) you will notice that to the 
right of the Save item is written 
<Ctrl+S>.  That means that you can 
go directly to Save by clicking 
<Ctrl+S>.  Whenever I’m working on 
a document (such as the newsletter 
I’m typing now) I use <Ctrl+S> every 
few minutes to quickly save the 
document at that point.  If anything 
happens, I know it’s saved at least that 
far, and it’s fast and easy.  Look at the 
menubar’s various drop-down menus 
and check these out. 
 
There are also shortcuts that work 
with the Windows key.  The 
Windows key is that key that looks 
like this:   

 
It is usually located between the 
<Ctrl> and <Alt> keys.  On some 
keyboards, it is also labeled Start.  
There are several key combinations 
that work with this key.  For example, 
<Windows key+M> will minimize all 
open windows on your monitor, and is 
a lot faster than clicking the minimize 
button on every open window.  Also, 
if your rat (er…mouse) ever becomes 
dysfunctional, you can click the 
Windows key and it is like clicking on 
the Start button.  Try it – right now – 
just click the Windows key and the 
Start Menu will pop up.  You can then 
use the cursor (arrow) keys to select 
items.  By the way – do you notice 

that several items on the Start menu 
have a letter underlined?  Pressing the 
<Windows key> and that letter will 
quickly select that item.  For example, 
if your mouse dies, instead of holding 
down the power button for a hard 
shutdown (not desirable), you can 
press the following key combination 
to shut down your computer: 
<Windows key+ U>+U to shut down, 
or <Windows key+ U>+R to restart 
the computer. 
 
Here are my most frequently used key 
combinations: 
 
<Ctrl+X>  Cut 
<Ctrl+C>  Copy 
<Ctrl+V>  Paste 
<Ctrl+S> Saves the open file 
<Ctrl+B>  Bold on/off 
<Ctrl+U>  Underline on/off 
<Alt+E>+S Paste Special 
<Windows+M> Minimize All  
< 
<Alt+F4> Exits the current 
program 
 
There are also some other unique key 
combinations that I frequently use. 
 
<Ctrl+Enter>  When typing in a 
website address such as 
www.xyz.com, just type in the middle 
part, in this case xyz, and then when 
you press <Ctrl+Enter>, the www and 
.com will be automatically filled in for 
you. 
 
<Windows+E> launches Windows 
Explorer (not to be confused with 
Internet Explorer).  Windows Explorer 
displays all folders and files on your 
computer. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


