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INTERNET EXPLORER 7 
SHORTCUTS 

 
For an Internet Explorer 7 Quick 
Reference guide, go to 
http://blogs.msdn.com/ie/attachment/7
15071.ashx (if you’re viewing this on 
your computer, just click on the link).  
It’s very handy.  Check it out. 
 
 

IS VISTA BUENA? 
 
With the imminent release of 
Windows Vista, the new Windows 
operating system (OS) that will 
replace Windows XP, there are many 
things to consider. 
 
There are 4 versions of Windows 
Vista - here’s a brief rundown on 
them. 
 
Vista Home Basic is just that, a very 
basic version of Vista.  The most 
touted feature of Vista is its Aero 
graphic user interface (GUI) – how it 
looks and works.  Aero looks and feels 
very much like the Macintosh OS.  
Aero is not included in this version of 
Vista.  What Home Basic offers is: 
 
� Increased internet safety and 

parental controls.  While 
reportedly still not up to a good 
internet security suite such as 
Norton Internet Security, it is an 
improvement. 

 
� Better search tools, more like the 

various Desktop Search engines 
now available from Yahoo, 
Google, Microsoft, etc. 

 
Vista Home Basic appears to be 
designed mostly for upgrading older 

computers or very low cost new 
computers.   
 
Is an upgrade to the Home Basic 
edition of Vista desirable?  Most 
current XP users will be disappointed 
without the Aero GUI and the 
improved security and other features 
are probably not worth upgrading 
from XP to Vista.  Computers still 
using Windows 98/ME will probably 
not even meet the minimum 
requirements for even the Home Basic 
edition.  It’s probably not worth the 
$99 upgrade cost for existing 
Windows XP users, but OK on new 
computers.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Nothing 
exciting here – take a pass on Home 
Basic. 
 
Windows Vista Home Premium is 
more or less a replacement for the 
Windows Media Center OS, which is 
essentially Windows XP Home with 
some media additions.  It adds many 
features over Vista Home Basic, the 
most obvious of which is the Aero 
GUI.  Let’s discuss the Aero GUI for a 
while. 
 
First of all, in order to use the Aero 
GUI a computer must meet the 
following requirements: 
 
� 1GHz or faster processor 

(Pentium, AMD, etc) 
� 1GB of RAM 
� 128MB of graphics memory 

(different from cpu RAM) 
� 40GB or larger hard drive 
� 15GB of free hard drive space 
� Internet access 
 
Keep in mind that the above are 
minimum requirements just to run 
Vista with the Aero GUI, but that the 
following is a more practical 
recommendation: 
 
� 2GB of RAM 
� 256GB of graphics memory 
� 2.4 or faster cpu 
 

Gadzooks!  If you think this means 
that many existing computers won’t 
run Aero, you’re right – they’re 
limited to Vista Home Basic (without 
Aero) unless some expensive 
upgrading is done.  
 
Other added features of Vista Home 
Premium are: 
 
� A search engine that is much 

faster than the existing “Search”.   
 
� It makes use of technology that 

allows you to use a flashdrive to 
supplement RAM for selected 
programs, making them load and 
run faster.  This same technology 
also permits the use of new hard 
drives that incorporate a form of 
flashdrive in the hard drive, which 
will noticeably speed up loading 
of both the Vista OS and of your 
most commonly used programs. 

 
� Windows Media Center 

capabilities.  Overall, Vista Home 
Premium’s place in the lineup 
seems to be as a replacement for 
the Windows Media Center OS.  
The focus is on integrated 
entertainment, such as viewing 
and sharing photos, video, TV, 
movies, music, games, etc.  The 
idea of media center capabilities 
is to turn a PC into an all-in-one 
home entertainment center. For 
example, you can use Windows 
Media Center features to record 
and watch your favorite TV 
shows (incl. HDTV).  Gamers can 
also Windows Vista Home 
Premium to their Xbox 360 to 
extend gaming to multiple rooms 
in your home. 

 
� It has a greatly improved network 

utility which will make setting up 
and working with networks much 
easier.  For example, connecting 2 
or more computers on a Local 
Area Network (LAN) so that you 
can see and use data on another 
computer, is much easier. 

 



PLACEMENT IN LINEUP:  If you’ve 
been using either Windows XP Home 
or Windows Media Center, then you 
will be happy with Windows Vista 
Home premium. 
  
Vista Business is essentially a 
replacement for Windows XP 
Professional.  It is similar to Vista 
Home Premium adding much better 
networking features, but doesn’t 
include some of the Media Center 
features.  Just what is needed for a 
business environment.  Most likely, 
like Windows XP Pro, this version 
will be required to work in a business 
domain environment.  
 
PLACEMENT IN LINEUP:  If you’ve 
been using Windows XP Professional 
and can take advantage of its 
advanced networking features, then 
consider Vista Business to be its 
counterpart.  
 
Vista Ultimate – all Vista features. 
 
PLACEMENT IN LINEUP:  Top of 
the lineup - -  this edition has it all. 
 
There are also two other versions of 
Windows Vista.  Vista Starter is 
aimed at “emerging markets” and will 
not be available in the USA, Canada, 
the European Union, etc.  Vista 
Enterprise is designed for large and 
global corporate enterprise networks. 
 
None of the Windows Vista editions 
are inexpensive.  At the time that this 
was written, Vista was just released 
and Costco announced its prices as 
follows: 
 
Home Basic:  $94 upgrade/$184 new 
Home Premium: $146 upg/$219 new 
Business: $184 upg/$274 new 
Ultimate:  $239 upg/$364 new 
 
Will all of my hardware and 
software still run if I upgrade to 
Vista? 
 
As of right now – probably not, but 
that will change somewhat with time.  
Here are some factors to consider: 
 
� Printers, scanners, and other 

peripherals require drivers, which 
is software that communicates 
between the device and the OS.  
Manufacturers are rushing to 

publish drivers that will allow 
their devices to run on Vista, but 
there are a lot of devices out 
there.  Most likely, older printers, 
scanners, and some other devices 
will be neglected. 

 
� At this time, I read that most anti-

virus, firewall, and anti-spyware 
programs designed for Windows 
XP will not run on Windows 
Vista, and the publishers are 
rushing to create editions that will 
operate on the Vista OS. 

 
� It is still unknown how 

compatible your existing software 
will be with Vista.  Again, the 
chances are that newer versions 
will probably be provided with 
updates that allow them to run on 
Vista, but older software may not. 

 
For a rundown on the various editions 
of Windows Vista, go to:  
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsvi
sta/getready/editions/default.mspx or 
click on this link if you’re reading this 
on your computer. 
 
By now you probably think I’m not in 
favor of Vista – but you’re wrong.  
The Aero GUI is absolutely beautiful, 
and the other features offer significant 
improvements over Windows XP.  
However, I’d recommend waiting at 
least 6-12 months before considering 
Vista – unless you absolutely must 
have the latest and greatest….. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
TWEAKING WINDOWS 

 
Microsoft offers a free set of utilities 
called Powertoys that you might find 
useful.  The most interesting is one 
named TweakUI which allows you to 
adjust Windows XP in many ways. 
 

� Tired of having to click to logon 
every time that Windows starts?  
You can use TweakUI to log you 
on automatically, bypassing the 
login screen.  This is not useful 
for computers with multiple user 
profiles, but if there is only one 
login profile, then this works 
great. 

� Manage File and Print Sharing 
� Repair icons, some folders, etc. 
� Adjust Internet Explorer, your 

Desktop, and your mouse. 
� Adjust how items are grouped in 

you Taskbar and Start Menu. 
� More, more, more…explore it. 
 
Of course, all of these issues can be 
adjusted elsewhere in Windows, but 
TweakUI makes these adjustments 
available through a simplified utility. 
 
Other Powertoys include: 
 
ClearType Tuner, to improve your 
LCD flat-screen display. 
 
Power Calculator, the Windows 
Calculator on steroids.   
 
Color Control Panel Applet for 
managing Windows XP color settings. 
 
RAW Image Thumbnailer and 
Viewer for viewing digital photos 
downloaded in RAW format. 
 
To check out and/or download any of 
the PowerToys, go to 
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp
/downloads/powertoys/xppowertoys.m
spx 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


