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COMPUTER BUYING TIPS 

 
December is probably the best time to 
get great deals on computers.  
Manufacturers traditionally introduce 
several new models in Nov & Dec, 
and, combined with Xmas sales, there 
are some great deals out there. 
 
However, I’m often asked what to 
look for in a computer.  The answer 
entirely depends upon how you use 
your computer.  Here are some 
guidelines: 
 
� You use the computer almost 

entirely for internet, email, writing 
an occasional letter, and perhaps 
playing basic games like Solitaire.  
All you really need is a basic 
computer.  That means: 
 
� You don’t need a dual-core 

processor, although I would 
still recommend one.  You will 
get “more bang for your buck” 
with an AMD processor rather 
than an Intel processor. 

� Get a minimum of 512MB of 
RAM 

� A DVD/CD writer.  

� Windows XP Home 

� You often have several programs 
open at the same time, and use the 
computer for some business, or for 
a small business.  You may do 
some photograph editing.  Upgrade 
the previous recommendation to 
include: 
 
� Definitely a dual-core 

processor, but you probably 
don’t need the a very fast one. 

� 1GB of RAM 

� You keep a lot of programs open at 
the same time and/or use programs 
that require a lot of RAM (such as 
Quickbooks). 
 
� Upgrade to 2GB of RAM 

� Consider a faster processor.   

� You do video editing, or have some 
programs that seem really slow. 
 
� Get a fast processor, such an 

AMD 4600 or Intel Core 2 
Duo 6300 or 6400 

� Definitely 2 GB of RAM, 
more is even better. 

� You may have 2 or more computers 
connected on a workgroup 
network.   

 
� Get Windows XP Professional 

instead of XP Home.  
Windows Professional has 
added features primarily for 
networking.  In general, 
though, if you don’t network 
computers, there is no 
advantage in upgrading to XP 
Professional.   

 
� You have a business and several 

computers run a program with data 
stored on a single computer, that 
you may refer to a the ‘server’ or 
‘fileserver’.  The programs seem a 
bit sluggish (Quickbooks, for 
example) 
 
� Consider a 10,000 rpm hard 

drive such as a Western Digital 
Raptor.  These will give, 
according to reports, about a 
20% increase in overall 
computer speed.  I have been 
very impressed with these 
drives.  They are expensive, 
but not as much as a SCSI 
drive – about $150 for a 73GB 
drive, and about $250 for a 
150GB drive. 

� You use graphics intensive 
programs.  For example, you do a 
lot of photo or video editing, or 
play really nice looking games. 

 
� Upgrade to a video graphics 

card with 256MB or memory.  
This will give you more 
accurate colors, greater detail 
and (for games) a higher 
framerate. 

 
� You want to use your computer as 

a home media center, connecting it 
to your TiVo, MP3 player (such as 
an iPod), sound system, doing 
some video & photo editing, etc. 
 
� Get a computer with Windows 

Media Center instead of 
Windows XP.  Note that while 
a Windows Media Center 
computer is well suited for use 
in conjunction with an 
entertainment center, some 
business applications (such as 
ACT!) won’t run on this 
version of Windows, so I only 
recommend Windows XP 
(home or professional) for 
business purposes. 

� You are a very serious gamer. 
 
� Wow.  If you’re a serious 

gamer than you know what 
you need, and it will be 
expensive.  Serious, high-end 
gaming requires state of the art 
computers. 

 
 

SHARE PHOTOS ONLINE 
 
You just had a birthday party and want 
to share your 67 photos with your 
friends.  Emailing the photos is 
problematic because you can probably 
only send a few photos at a time.  
Fortunately there’s a much better way 
– an online photo-sharing website. 
 
There are several online digital photo 
websites that allow you to set up a free 
account, upload photos to the account, 
and then share the photos.  You then 
email your friends a link to the 
website and give them a password 
which will allow them to view the 
photos. 
 



Once they have given the correct 
password and are viewing the photos, 
then can download and/or print any of 
the photos.  It’s a great way to share 
your photos in the current digital age. 
 
Check out these websites: 
 
• Shutterfly (www.shutterfly.com) 
• Kodak EasyShare Gallery 

(www.kodakgallery.com)  
• Snapfish (www.snapfish.com) 
• Phanfare (www.phanfare.com)  
 

 
DEFRAG THAT DRIVE 

 
Over time, when files are written to 
your hard drive, there is not enough 
contiguous space on the drive for the 
file, so Windows spreads parts of the 
file in different locations on your hard 
drive.   
 
Think of it this way.  You have a CD 
and you want to hear tracks 9, 5, 3 & 
7.  You can do it 2 ways.  You can 
listen to track 9, then change to track 
5, then to track 3, and then to track 7.  
Or you can rip tracks 9, 3, 5 & 7 from 
the CD and burn them to a new CD-R, 
in the order you want to listen to them.  
Now when you play the burned CD, 
they just play, without any wasted 
time between the tracks. 
 
This is sort of what defragmenting 
does. 
 
Windows has a built-in 
defragmentation utility.  To use it, 
click START, then ALL 
PROGRAMS, then ACCESSORIES, 
then SYSTEM TOOLS, then DISK 
DEFRAGMENTER. 
 
The Defragmenter window will be 
displayed.  Click the disk drive (you 
may have more than one) and click the 
Analyze button.  In a few minutes 
Windows will advise you whether or 
not the drive should be defragmented.  
You can then click the Defragment 
button if you want to proceed to 
defragment the drive. 
 
WARNING:  Defragmenting 
usually takes a few hours and your 
computer will run VERY slowly 
while being defragmented.  I 
recommend that you start 

defragmentation just before going 
to sleep and let it run at night. 
 
Also, there are other defragmenters 
available that you can use. Diskeeper 
(www.diskeeper.com) seems to get the 
highest ratings in testing.   
 
And don’t forget the Windows Task 
Scheduler, which will allow you to 
schedule your preferred 
defragmentation program (or any 
program for that matter) at a specific 
time every night or every week or 
every month.  I recommend using 
Task Scheduler to run 
defragmentation once a month. 
 
 
 

MOZY ON OVER TO EASY 
 ONLINE BACKUPS 

 
An issue or two ago, I mentioned 
online backups as a very convenient 
way to backup your data.  Although I 
continue to backup all of my data 
(including photos, etc) to DVD and 
keep the DVDs in a bank deposit box, 
I have recently been using Mozy 
backup and can report that it’s great. 
 
First of all, you can backup up to 2GB 
of data for free.  This allows me to 
backup my essential data online, at 
night, automatically.  If I wanted to 
include photos and other larger files,  
there is an upgrade to Mozy Premium 
which is $4.95/mo for up to 30GB 
(pricing at the time this was written).   
 
Setup is easy – just go to 
www.mozy.com and click the Get 
Mozy Free button.   
 
 
 
KAYAKING: EASIER & FASTER 

 
In issue #16 I mentioned a new travel 
website www.kayak.com.  I’ve had 
more opportunity to use this website 
and am really jazzed about its ability 
to change searches on the fly and 
update the results immediately. 
 
Once you get you initial search results, 
time sliders on the left side of the 
window allow you to change the time-
of-day specs for both TO and FROM 
flights.  If, for example, you specified 
a noon flight going, the TO slider will 

be set to flights leaving between 
10:00am and 2:00pm.  You can just 
move either marker on the TO flight  
slider to another time and the search is 
immediately updated with the 
amended timeframe.  The FROM  
flight slider works the same way.   
 
Also, there are checkmarks for each of 
the airlines which you can uncheck to 
limit the search to specific airlines, 
providing. 
 
Kayak is so much faster and easier  to 
use than the other travel sites, that I 
expect to see changes in the other sites 
fairly soon.    
 
 

SEARCH THE MPIRE 
 
No – it’s not a misspelling.  
www.mpire.com is a meta search 
engine, a website that searches other 
search engines. 
 
If you’re a smart shopper, you’re 
probably using one of the shopping 
search sites (www.pricegrabber.com,  
www.nextag, etc.) to find the best 
prices.  The new kid on the block is 
Mpire (www.mpire.com) and it looks 
promising.  Like Kayak, it not only 
searches on its own, but also searches 
the other search sites, so you will also 
be searching eBay, Amazon, 
Craigslist, etc. 
 
Like the Kayak travel site, it also uses 
slider controls to quickly narrow your 
search price range.  It’s new, and the 
display needs some refinement, but 
worth checking out. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 

 


