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MOVE OVER ORBITZ 

GO KAYAKING INSTEAD 
 
I just came across a great travel search 
engine.  Go to www.kayak.com to 
check it out.   
 
Unlike the usual travel websites 
(Orbitz, Travelocity, etc.) which often 
have ties to specific airlines, hotel 
chains, etc, Kayak searches the entire 
internet to find flights, cars, hotels, etc 
for you.   
 
Have you ever been frustrated because 
the travel website you are using didn’t 
tell you about a flight at 4:02pm 
because you selected 10:00am to 
4:00pm as your departure time?  
Kayak also displays search results that 
are only slightly out of your range, 
such as that flight leaving at 4:02pm. 
 
An added feature is that it’s a kick to 
watch as it searches different websites.   
 
By default, it lists the results in order 
of price, starting with the least 
expensive. 
 
One drawback is that Kayak has only 
a limited selection of vacation 
packages, so if you can’t find a 
flight+hotel package that you like, use 
Orbitz, Travelocity, or one of the other 
travel websites.  Kayak even has 
prominent inks to those sites. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRAFFITTI 
 
What is the purpose of viruses?  Why 
is spyware such a problem?   
 
In some cases, including most viruses, 
the answer is for the same reason that 
someone runs a key across the paint of 
your car.  Perhaps they’re angry, or 
maybe they just haven’t grown up and 
have no superego controlling their id.  
(Rent the old movie Forbidden Planet 
for an enjoyable explanation of 
superego and id.) 
 
In other cases, such as most spyware 
and certain most spam, the answer is 
money.  With Adware (spyware), the 
creator of the spyware makes money 
by forcing advertisements on 
computer users.  With keyloggers 
(both spyware and viruses), the creator 
is trying to get your credit card 
numbers or other personal financial 
information.  With hijackers, someone 
is trying to hijack your computer and 
use it as another source to send 
unwanted email (spam) all over the 
world. 
 
I’ve heard some people say that the 
anti-virus and anti-spyware program 
publishers are actually behind viruses 
and spyware.  I’m not a big fan of 
conspiracies and rather doubt this – 
keeping a secret from millions of 
people is not easy.   
 
Using Occam’s Razor (the simplest 
explanation is usually the correct one); 
it’s essentially a war out there.  There 
are all of these “black hat” hackers out 
there trying to get money from you, 
and the anti-virus/spyware companies 
are doing their best to prevent it from 
happening. 
 
Well – usually.  Some anti-spyware 
programs are actually spyware 
themselves.  These are almost always 
the companies that put that popup ad 
(adware) on your computer, telling 
you that you computer may be 
infested with a virus and if you try 

their program, it will solve all of your 
worries. 
 
Using the KISS (Keep It Simple, 
Stupid) principle, a spin-off of 
Occam’s Razor, the following are two 
things that you can do to help put 
some virus and spyware hackers out of 
business. 
 
1. Do the obvious; get good anti-

virus, anti-spyware, and firewall 
programs.  Also, take a little time 
to learn how to answer their 
queries.  Just clicking the Allow 
button all of the time renders 
these programs close to useless. 

 
2. Don’t, ever, buy anything from 

an email or popup solicitation.  
If you don’t patronize them, their 
source of funding will dry up. 

 

 
FREE AOL 

 
If you use AOL on top of your DSL or 
Cable broadband internet connection – 
it’s now free.  Now, only dial-up users 
need pay for AOL. 
 
I have several clients who use AOL 
only because they don’t want to 
change their email address, and this is 
particularly good news for them.  If 
you use AOL only for email, I 
recommend that you uninstall all of 
the added AOL programs that you 
don’t use anyway, and which are 
slowing down your computer.  If you 
don’t know how, read on. 
 

 
UNINSTALLING PROGRAMS 
(and New Computer Setup) 

 
When you get a new computer, it is 
probably loaded with new trial 
programs, most of which you will 
never use.  Typically, you may find 60 
or 90 day trial versions of Microsoft 
Office, antivirus and antispyware 
programs installed.  If you don’t plan 
to use that program, or that particular 
brand of program, get rid of it.  It’s 



taking up hard drive space and may be 
slowing down your computer. 
 
I’m somewhat surprised at how many 
people don’t know how to uninstall 
programs that they no longer use, 
because it’s so easy.  The process is 
the same in all versions of Windows, 
including as far back as Windows 98 
(and probably Windows 95, although I 
don’t remember).  To remove any 
installed program  
 
1. Click on START 
 
2. Click on CONTROL PANEL 
 
3. Click the ADD/REMOVE 

PROGRAMS icon.   
 
4. Wait a few moments until the list 

of installed programs is displayed. 
 
5. Click on any program you wish to 

uninstall, and then click on the 
REMOVE button.  Windows does 
the rest. 

 

 
SINGLE-BOARD NUCLEAR 

REACTOR SUPPLIES STANDBY 
POWER FOR 12 YEARS. 

 
Here is the latest in Uninterruptible 
Power Supplies (UPS). 

 

 
Nuclear reactor supplies CPU power during failure or 

other power emergencies.  The reactor also glows in If 

the dark (as will you), which makes it easy a to find 

your computer. 

 
Now available on a full-length plugin 
card for PC computers, the Q3X-1 
add-on nuclear-reactor card provides 
backup power for as long as 12 years. 
When the card senses a power failure, 
explosive bolts eject moderator and 
control rods from the reactor's interior 
within N psec, bringing the reactor to 
its fully rated output of 20 kW in less 
than a millisecond. Over its 12-year 
active life, the reactor's power 
decreases by 25% to 16 kW. 

 
Integral heat fins provide convection 
cooling of the reactor's 500W power 
dissipation while the reactor remains 
in its standby condition. If your 
computer's fans can't furnish 400 
ft3/sec of forced air for cooling, 
consider buying the manufacturer's 
heavy-water cooling jacket and 
stainless-steel pump module, which fit 
conveniently under a desk or 
workbench. Latches on each side of 
the reactors module let you quickly 
exchange the radioactive core, should 
you need to replace it. An optional 
circular viewing port of lead glass lets 
you check the reactors internal 
mechanical assemblies. 
 
To protect user from undue radiation, 
each reactor includes a shielding kit 
comprising five self-stick lead plates 
and 20 radiation-monitoring film 
badges. The lead plates mount inside 
your computer's enclosure and reduce 
the gamma rays that cause soft errors 
to flash-drive and RAM data. For 
further protection, consider buying the 
manufacturer's 200-ft extension cords 
for keyboards and monitors. 
 
Because the reactor can supply more 
than enough power for your computer, 
you can sell excess powers to your 
local utility company. An add-on 
phasing and metering kit (PMK-1) lets 
you connect your reactor to the local 
power grid. Each PMK-1 includes 
standard powersale contracts and 
Rural Electrification Board rules and 
regulations. 
 
Although not required in all localities, 
each reactor card package includes a 
standard 23-volume site evacuation 
plan. The plan includes blank forms 
for you to fill in the name and address 
of your reactor site and then mail to 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
As an option, the manufacturer 
supplies the plan on 12 CD-ROM 
disks in Word format.  User friendly 
templates let you type in information 
so that your word processor can create 
a complete printed document. 
 
Reactor prices start at $2.3 million (1), 
Delivery, seven years ARO. 

                               -Regis Patoff 
 
Luminescent Electronic Products Inc, 
Box U-235,  

Trinity Site, NM 43210. 
 INQUIRE DIRECT 
 
I don’t remember where I got the above info, but 

it certainly merits passing along. 

 

 
FIND VIDEOS & MORE 

 
Have you checked out Google videos 
or graphics?  Probably not, yet it’s 
right there on the screen. 

 
Go to www.google.com and look at 
the screen.  Right above the search 
field, do you see the links that look 
like Images  Video  News etc.  These 
provide separate types of searches.  
For example, from the Google page, 
click Images and type in Cat and 

mouse and then click the Search 
button.  Like it?  Anytime that you’re 
looking for graphic images, use this 
tool. 
 
Similarly, you can look for videos and 
news by clicking those items. 
 
Now, click More>>> and then click 
Even More>>>   
 

 
SOME COOL VIDEOS 

 
To see some cool video shorts, go to 
http://hubertheller.googlepages.com/d
og_dancing.  Some are very funny, 
some are amazing, and some are just 
plain interesting.  But all will amaze 
you and brighten your day (night?) 
 
 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not a client but wish to receive this 
free newsletter, send me a request via email and 
I’ll be happy add you to the distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 

 


