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FORMATTING TIPS 

 
Have you ever copied something, such 
as an area of a web page, but only 
wanted to paste the words, without 
retaining the font, pictures, etc?  In 
Word, you can do this by using Edit | 
Paste Special, and then clicking on 
“Unformatted text”. 
 

 
FREE TRANSLATIONS 

 
Going on a trip to an exotic land?  Or 
perhaps you want to send a message to 
someone in Italy or Argentina.  
Perhaps you received a message in 
Norwegian and want to know what it 
says. 
 
Go to www.freetranslation.com and 
you can get a free translation between 
English and another language.  Some 
of the possibilities available are: 
 
English – Spanish 
English – German 
English – French 
English – Dutch 
English – Portuguese 
English – Chinese 
English – Italian 
English – Russian 
 
I suspect that, because of idioms, the 
translations may be humorous at 
times, so you have to think a bit before 
typing your phrase. 
 
For an additional fee, you can have a 
human do the translating, which may 
be more accurate for business 
purposes. 
 

 
WIRELESS SECURITY PRIMER 

 
In many homes that I visit, the 
wireless network does not have 
security set up.   
 
Wireless security is, however, 
necessary to keep unwanted visitors 
out of your computers, and also to 
keep your neighbors from freeloading 
on your internet connection.  There are 
even freeloaders who drive around 
with the notebook computers, and 
park wherever they find an unsecured 
connection, and use that to access the 
internet. 
 
Setting up security is actually fairly 
easy to do.  First, you access the 
router’s setup screen by typing the IP 
address of the router into your 
browser.  To find your router’s 
address, do the following: 
 
1. Click on START, then click on 

RUN 
2. Type CMD in the white field and 

click the OK button (or press 
<enter>).  A black screen with 
white characters will be displayed 
– this is the command prompt 
screen. 

3. Type IPCONFIG /ALL and 
information about your network 
will be displayed.     

4. Write down the IP address listed 
for the Default Gateway.   

 
Now bring up your internet browser, 
type in the Default Gateway’s IP 
address and press the <enter> key.  A 
login screen should be displayed.  For 
several manufacturers, the default 
login name is admin and there is no 
password.  However, read the user 
guide that came with the router.  The 
rest is not difficult, although it differs 
with each manufacturer, so you will 
have to read the user guide. 
  
Here’s the good part.  Microsoft has a 

nice video explaining WPA security 

on wireless networks.  The video will 
give you a nice background on why 

and, to some extent how, to set up a 
secure home (or home office) wireless 
network. 
 
Being from Microsoft, of course, you 
will need to use Internet Explorer to 
view the video, as it requires ActiveX 
controls (which are not available on 
the Firefox Browser).  To view the 
video, which is 37 minutes long, start 
up Internet Explorer and go to 
http://support.microsoft.com/kb/89561
6/en-us.  Then go down to the third 
section, entitled Viewing the 

Presentation and click the View this 

On-demand Recording link to load 
and start the video. 
 

 
DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

 
I don’t generally like to give free 
advertising to vendors, but sometimes 
the deals are worth passing on.  I 
should also mention that I have no 
connection whatever, to this particular 
firm, other than I think it’s a great 
source for software. 
 
Check out www.softwareoutlet.com  
 
They sell a very large range of major 
brand software at tremendous savings.  
For example, McAfee Anti-Virus 
2006 is currently listed for $14.99, and 
PhotoShop Elements 4.0 is $54.99.  If 
you want good software but don’t 
necessarily need the latest and 
greatest, you can get previous versions 
at a fraction of the latest edition.  For 
example, Corel WordPerfect Office 12 
is $12.99, Nero 6 OEM Suite 
(CD/DVD  burning software) is $1.99, 
and Roxio Easy Media Creator 7 is 
$8.99. 
 
If you are a teacher or a student and 
want software, look for vendors 
selling Academic versions of software.  
Academic versions are the entire full 
version of the software, but at a 
substantially reduced price, and for 
sale only to students and teachers who 
can provide verification of their status 
(faxed school ID, etc).  One major site 



is www.academicsoftware.com.  But 
you can use Google or any other 
search engine to find other academic 
vendors.  You can also go to shopping 
sites, such as www.pricegrabber.com 
to do searches.  Enter the name of the 
software you’re looking for in quotes, 
followed by the words academic and 
price.  For example, if you’re looking 
for Photoshop Elements 4.0, you 
would enter “Photoshop Elements 4” 

academic price. 
 

 
IS THAT A PICASSO  

IN YOUR COMPUTER? 
 
Probably not…but you might want to 
consider Picasa.   
 
Picasa is a photo organizer which is 
distributed by Google as a free 
download. You can use it to scan your 
computer to find all the pictures and 
organize them.  Picasa also lets you do 
simple photo editing, such as 
straightening & cropping, removing 
redeye.  You can also create 
slideshows, email photos, and 
otherwise manage them. Go to the 
following website to download Picasa:  
http://www.wxpnews.com/rd/rd.cfm?i
d=050719TI-Picasa  
 

 
TALK TO A REAL PERSON 

 
If you are tired of spending precious 
time dealing with automated phone 
systems and want to speak to a real 
person without delay, my first 
response is to press the zero key.  Well 
over half of the time, this will connect 
you to a real person. 
 
However, there is a website devoted to 
this matter.   If you go to 
http://www.gethuman.com/us/ you 
will find a very large list of either 
direct telephone numbers, or the 
options to press (such as “Press 1 0” 
or “Select language then press 00). 
 

 
CHANGE HISTORY 

 
Have you ever wanted to change 
history?  Now you can, with a simple 
mouse click. 
 
The history I’m referring to is your 
history on the internet.  Did you know 

that every website you visit is 
recorded in a history file? 
 
Bring up your web browser and then 
press the <Ctrl+H> key combination.  
On the left side of the screen you will 
see your browsing history, organized 
by date.  The sorting will depend upon 
your browser (Firefox places most 
recent items at the bottom of the list, 
while Internet Explorer places more 
recent items at the top). 
 
At the top of the display, you will see 
buttons (VIEW in Firefox, HISTORY 
in Internet Explorer) that will allow 
you to sort the history by date, site, 
most or least visited, etc. 
 
If you want to delete an item, right-
click on it, and then click delete on the 
white menubox that is displayed.  You 
can also delete entire categories, such 
as a week’s worth of items. 
 
In Firefox, next to the VIEW button, 
there is a SEARCH field that you can 
use to search for a website listed in the 
history. 
 
How long are visited websites stored 
in the history folder?  That depends on 
you. 
 
In Internet Explorer, if you click on 
Tools then click Internet Options, 
then click the Browsing History 
Settings button, you will see an area 
where you can specify how many days 
to keep visited web pages in the 
history folder.  In Firefox, you get to 
this by clicking on Tools, Internet 

Options, and then click Privacy 

instead of the Settings button.  Then 
click on the History tab.  Note that if 
you use both browsers, each can be set 
with a different number of days.  Also, 
Firefox and Internet Explorer keep 
their own separate histories. 
 
By the way, in Firefox, if you click the 
Download History tab instead of the 
History tab, you can view a history of 
all files you recently downloaded. 
 
While I’m on the subject of changing 
history, did you know that you can 
remove private data from Firefox?  
Click Tools, then Clear Private Data 
and you will find options to delete 
your browsing history, form data 
(think bank account and credit card 

numbers), and other info that you 
didn’t know was stored on the 
computer.  You can also set Firefox to 
automatically delete your personal 
information by clicking Tools, 
Options, Privacy, Settings, Clear 

private data 
 

 
EXTEND FIREFOX 

 
Did you know that there are many free 
extensions to the Firefox browser, 
some of which are very useful?   
 
To find out what’s available, open 
Firefox, then click Tools, then 
Extensions, and then click the little 
Get More Extensions link in the 
Extensions window that is displayed.   
 
I’m particularly fond of Forecastfox 
which places a weather information 
icon at the lower right corner of the 
Firefox screen.  It even alerts you to 
severe weather warnings. 
 
I also like Adblock and Fasterfox.  
Adblock is just that – an ad blocker.  
Among other features, Adblock lets 
you right-click on an ad and then 
remove the ad.  Very slick!  Fasterfox 
speeds up the already fast Firefox.  It 
also includes a popup blocker that 
often catches popups that Firefox 
misses. 
 
While you’re at the Extensions 
website, click on the Plugins tab to 
find Flash, Java and other plugins that 
you may sometime need. 
 
And of course, check out the Search 

Engines tab as well. 
 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe; 
however, CCC cannot foresee every possibility 
and assumes no responsibility for any problems 
that may be encountered as a consequence of 
these recommendations.   


